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Jill Fennema
What began as a junior-

high hobby with a family 
digital camera has grown into 
a creative business rooted in 
storytelling, connection and 
perspective for Elizabeth Tin-
klenberg, founder of ZIL Pro-
ductions.

Now a college student at 
the University of Sioux Falls, 
Liz officially began pursuing 
photography professionally 
in 2024 during her sopho-
more year. After second 
shooting weddings for anoth-
er photographer in the sum-
mer of 2025, she discovered a 
particular love for document-
ing wedding days and began 
marketing her work through 
social media.

“I realized I really enjoyed 
capturing weddings,” Liz 
said. “There’s something spe-
cial about being trusted with 
such an important day.”

Her interest in videography 
developed just as organically. 
As a child, she created short 
iMovies on her family’s iPad 
and later spent time vlog-
ging (video blogging) and 
editing videos throughout 
high school. In the summer 
of 2025, a close friend asked 
her to create a wedding video 
— an experience that opened 
the door to offering both pho-
tography and videography 
services professionally.

While weddings are a grow-
ing focus of ZIL Productions, 
Liz does not limit herself to a 

single niche. During the win-
ter months, she frequently 
photographs sporting events, 
while summers are filled with 
senior sessions and wed-
dings.

“I enjoy every type of pho-
tography too much to pick 
just one,” she said. “Switch-
ing up what I’m taking photos 
of helps me stay creative.”

Her approach to wedding 
photography emphasizes 
preparation, communication, 
and presence. In the months 
leading up to a wedding, Liz 
works closely with couples to 
help plan timelines that pri-
oritize their experience rath-
er than the schedule.

“This is their wedding day,” 
she said. “I want them fo-
cused on each other, not the 
timeline or the photos. My 
job is to capture the day in a 
way that lets them be present 
and intentional.”

Her videography style is 
more observational. Often 
working alongside a photog-
rapher’s established time-
line, she focuses on multiple 
angles, behind-the-scenes 
footage and the quieter mo-
ments that unfold naturally 
throughout the day.

“Those small moments are 
what make a wedding video 
feel personal and unique,” 
Liz said.

Spending 10 to 12 hours 
with couples on a wedding 
day — along with meetings 
and calls beforehand — al-

lows her to build meaning-
ful relationships with clients. 
That connection, she said, is 
one of the most rewarding as-
pects of wedding work.

“There isn’t one specific 
wedding that confirmed this 
path for me,” she said. “But 
every time a couple shares 
private vows or when the 
groom sees his bride walk-
ing down the aisle, I fall in 
love with weddings all over 
again.”

Balancing emotional in-
timacy with professional-
ism requires intention. Liz 
discusses expectations with 
couples during the planning 
process, explaining when and 
how intimate moments will 
be captured. When those mo-
ments arrive, she steps back 
and documents them from a 
distance.

“Communication is every-
thing,” she said. “The more 
comfortable couples feel 
around me and my camera, 
the more authentic their pho-
tos and videos will be.”

As a new business owner, 
Liz has faced challenges — 
particularly the high cost of 
professional photography 
and videography equipment. 
While balancing college 
coursework, she also edits cli-
ent galleries and works two to 
three additional jobs to sup-
port her growing business.

“It sounds like a lot, but I 
love staying busy,” she said. 
“I know it will all pay off 
someday.”

Helping clients feel com-
fortable in front of the cam-
era is another priority. Liz 
offers clear posing guidance 
while also allowing time for 
candid moments to unfold 
naturally.

“Everyone is different,” she 
said. “I make sure couples 
don’t feel pressure to know 
what to do. I’ll guide them, 
but I also want to capture who 
they really are.”

Liz has noticed wedding 
trends shifting toward more 
personalized celebrations. 
While traditional elements re-
main, couples are increasingly 
designing days that reflect 
their personalities, often in-
corporating bold floral colors, 
black-and-white palettes and 
film photography — a trend 
she especially enjoys.

Several mentors have in-
fluenced her work, including 
photographer Anna Bucher, 
whom she first second shot 
for, and University of Sioux 
Falls media professor Nick 
Poppens. The name ZIL Pro-
ductions itself reflects a per-
sonal influence: her older 
brother, Josiah Liz.

“ZIL is just ‘Liz’ spelled 
backward,” she said. “It’s 
about perspective — look-
ing at things differently and 
choosing to see the good in 
every situation.”

Looking ahead, Liz hopes to 
continue growing ZIL Produc-
tions over the next five to ten 
years. While making the busi-
ness a full-time career would 

Bethany’s AlterationsBethany’s Alterations
Specializing in 
• Bridal gowns 
• Bridesmaids 

dresses 
•Mother-of-the 
Bride/Groom 

•Prom
• NEW • Now offering gown cleaning and preservation!
For details and booking, visit www.bethanysews.com
Located one mile east of Chandler • 507-227-1534

• Wedding Receptions
• Anniversaries

• Birthdays
• Holiday Parties

52 Tepeeotah Rd • Tracy, MN
For all your special events

Call Thresa to 
Book Today!

605-254-2966

Bridal MakeupBridal Makeup
Ph. 507-215-5767Ph. 507-215-5767

“All women are
 pretty without makeup.  

But with the right 
makeup, they can 

be pretty powerful.”

Finding perspective through the Lens

be a dream, she says the work 
itself is what matters most.

“I’ve already been incred-
ibly blessed by this,” she said. 
“No matter where it leads, I’ll 
keep working hard because I 
love what I do.”

Liz Tinklenberg is the owner of ZIL Productions. She offers still pho-
tography as well as videography. 

Liz prides herself on capturing 
the wedding day details.

Balancing emotional intimacy with professionalism requires intention. 
Elizabeth discusses expectations with couples during the planning 
process, explaining when and how intimate moments will be captured. 

Elizabeth says part of her ap-
proach is to look at things dif-
ferently. 



Edgerton Enterprise Bridal Guide     April 8, 2026             Page 3               

Jill Fennema
For couples looking for a 

wedding reception space that 
is practical, welcoming, and 
budget-friendly, the Fulda 
American Legion and Com-
munity Hall continues to be a 
popular local choice.

Managed by Barb Kruger, 
the facility offers room for up 
to 400 guests, making it well-
suited for both large wedding 
receptions and more intimate 
gatherings. The building is 
owned by the City of Fulda, 
while the American Legion 
covers utilities and ongoing 
upkeep – an arrangement 
that helps keep rental costs 
accessible for the community.

Currently, the rental fee for 
a wedding is $500. Smaller 
events, such as meetings or 
birthday parties, rent for 
$200. Kruger said that af-
fordability has long been a 
priority for the Legion, allow-
ing families to host meaning-
ful celebrations without ex-
cessive expense.

The hall includes a full 
kitchen, bar area, and ample 
seating. Rectangular tables 
and plenty of chairs are pro-
vided, though couples hoping 
for round tables are welcome 
to bring them in. The kitchen 
is equipped with refrigera-
tors, freezers, generous sink 
space, and numerous electri-
cal outlets, including sepa-
rate circuits capable of sup-
porting items like roasters or 
even an ice cream machine in 
the corner.

Alcohol service is handled 
exclusively through the Le-
gion, with no outside alco-
hol allowed. Couples may 
bring in champagne or an-
other beverage for a toast, 
but otherwise beverage sales 

are how the Legion generates 
revenue. The bar is staffed by 
three trained bartenders, and 
Kruger works closely with 
couples to determine what 
types of alcohol they would 
like available for their guests. 
A wide variety is offered, and 
special requests can often be 
accommodated.

One increasingly popular 
option is drink tickets, which 
allow the bride’s or groom’s 
family to purchase beverages 
for guests. “It’s a nice way to 
treat everyone,” Kruger said, 
noting that many couples ap-
preciate the flexibility.

Another benefit for wed-
ding parties is the ability to 
decorate and set up the day 
before the event, typically on 
Friday. While the Legion is 
open to the public on Friday 
nights and generally does not 
rent out the hall exclusively 
that evening, couples can still 
come in earlier in the day to 
prepare. Tear-down arrange-
ments are flexible and de-
pend on whether anything is 
scheduled for Sunday. Kruger 
tries to avoid booking events 
the following day when pos-
sible, though some standing 
Sunday events do occur.

Cleanup expectations are 
straightforward. Renters are 
responsible for putting tables 
and chairs away and clean-
ing up their own décor and 
belongings, but they are not 
required to mop the floors.

The Legion places few re-
strictions on catering. Any 
licensed caterer is welcome, 
giving couples freedom to 
choose menus that fit their 
tastes and budgets.

One thing couples should 
be aware of is that advertis-
ing signs on the walls must 

Fulda American Legion offers flexible, affordable option 
for wedding celebrations

remain uncovered. Those 
ads help fund the purchase of 
chairs and equipment, which 
in turn helps keep rental fees 
low. Businesses pay $75 per 

Check us out on Facebook!

                      The
    Dutch InnDutch Inn
         Guest House

Marv & Kendra Kuipers
Ph. 507-227-0488
641 Mechanic St • Edgerton
mkuipers0809@gmail.com

Listed with VRBO!

Affordable accommodations 
for EVERYONE!

year for the ad space.
Beyond weddings, the 

Fulda American Legion and 
Community Hall plays a sig-
nificant role in the broader 
community. The space regu-
larly hosts benefit events for 
families affected by tragedy 
or cancer and is the site of an 
annual ambulance benefit. 
While the Legion is open only 
on Friday nights and does not 

hold a food license, its focus 
remains on service, connec-
tion, and support.

For couples planning a 
wedding reception that val-
ues simplicity, flexibility, and 
a strong sense of community, 
the Fulda American Legion 
offers a space where celebra-
tions feel both personal and 
meaningful—without losing 
sight of practicality.

The bride and her father enjoy 
their dance at the Fulda Com-
munity Center. 

Rectangular tables and plenty of chairs are provided, depending on the arrangement up to 400 people can 
be seated.

Some folks prefer to bring in their own round tables for special occa-
sions like this quinceañera. 

Because the rent is low, couples can use the funds they save on other 
things that bring them joy. 

C Anna’s Things 
Wood Flower Florist

Christiana Westra
Owner & Designer

Hull, IA
www.c-annas-things.com

712-439-6799
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“For a wedding of any size, inside or out!”“For a wedding of any size, inside or out!”

Big Top Tent Rentals

We’ve got you
COVERED!
• Tents
• Tables
• Chairs
• Picnic Tables
• Event Room
• Porta Pots

507-449-6102 •  stacey.smidt@gmail.com 

bigtoptentrentalsmn.com

Event Room

Blackshire Farms
507 Patriot Ln, Beaver Creek, MN 56156

(507) 935-5426
blackshirefarms.com

Book a free private tour for your event today!

The Art of Alterations

Amy Van Essen (inset photo) is enjoying the bridal retail business and pictured is a small portion of the 
dresses for brides to select to try on. 

Denise DeKam
Weddings can be as diver-

sified as the likes and dislikes 
of both the groom and bride. 
And while this can also in-
clude the apparel worn by the 
wedding party, the wedding 
dress has been an iconic sym-
bol for a vast majority of wed-
ding ceremonies.

Just like all fashion, it 
will evolve over time. Ap-
parel, including the wed-
ding dress, can also be influ-
enced by cultural traditions 
and personal expression. 
The largest influence on the 
wedding dress is credited to 
Queen Victoria’s choice of a 
white gown in 1840.

When Queen Victoria mar-
ried Prince Albert in a white 
gown, this was a departure 
from the traditional use of 
colorful dresses. Her choice 
popularized the choice of a 
white wedding dress and be-
came the preferred color for 
brides, influencing fashion 
trends since then.

Over the years and from 
generation to generation, 
wedding dresses have under-
gone significant transforma-
tions. It is fun to look back at 
wedding dresses worn by our 
grandmothers and mothers 
and compare those changes. 
Features such as corsets, 
high necklines, full skirts to 
relaxed flapper inspired, a 
beautiful variety of necklines, 
veils to hats, puffy sleeves, 
different lengths for both the 
dress and veil, and color are 
all details that have graced 
the weddings of brides of 
many cultures.

For the wedding itself, each 
couple formulates their plans 
to fit their personalities along 
with religious and cultural 
influences. The one staple in 

Bridal store brings joy
the vast majority of weddings 
is the wedding dress.

This is where Tyana’s Bridal 
in Luverne can make a bride’s 
dreams come true. Amy Van 
Essen and her staff are ready 
to make each bride’s expe-
rience a Cinderella magic, 
“Say yes to the dress” reality, 
and help each bride discover 
and create the dress of their 
dreams.

Amy Van Essen opened 
Tyana’s Bridal on Mother’s 
Day weekend in 2025. Ap-
proaching her one-year an-
niversary, Amy is so thankful 
for how many brides she has 
been able to assist in finding 
THE dress. 

There have been shifts in 
the apparel retail business, 
but even with the changes 
Amy found a love in the re-
tail realm with the bridal in-
dustry. Amy enjoys using her 
gifts and talents for that one-
to-one personalized custom-
er connection and service. 
The customer service you will 
receive reflects Amy’s com-
mitment and love of her faith 
and her family. Amy and her 
husband, Mark, have four 
children and three grandchil-
dren with whom she enjoys 
spending time when she is 
not at Tyana’s either close to 
home or travels.

Amy and her staff of five 
regular and part-time con-
sultants strive to provide, 
and what brides experience, 
is a relaxed, no-time limit 
appointment. Tyana’s Bridal 
is a calm, quaint, and comfy 
environment that is both joy-
ful and fun for the employ-
ees, but more importantly for 
the brides and their family 
and friends. There is a great 
selection of dresses from 
a-line, sheath, fit and flare, 
mermaid, and curvy styles 
for all brides to select from to 
find their dress. The design-
ers Amy selects her dresses 
from are Justin Alexander, 
Cizzy, MonCheri, Morilee, 
and Allure. Also, having no 
limit on the number of dress-
es the bride may try on, the 
appointment gives a bride 
time to find a dress with the 
undivided attention of car-
ing, professional attendants. 
For every appointment, Amy 
and her staff aim to have two 

attendants for each bride to 
answer questions and keep 
the appointment at the full-
est level of customer service. 
One regular employee helps 
manage the day-to-day tasks 
including scheduling ap-
pointments and alteration 
appointments.

An additional joy of the re-
tail business is the many dif-
ferent individuals Amy, as a 
bridal business owner, gets to 
interact with. Tyana’s Bridal 
has been blessed by local 
brides who have purchased 
their dress, but the cliental 
has also included a substan-
tial number of brides from a 
circumference of two to three 
hours driving distance. 

Bridal marketing shows, 
social media, and word of 
mouth have helped promote 

the success of the bridal 
store and the expressed ap-
preciation of a beautiful ex-
perience at Tyana’s. While 
brides give their experience a 
5-star rating, Amy continues 
to be deeply encouraged and 
touched by the smiles and 
tears shared when the bride 
finds THE dress. Those are 
“payments” with unlimited 
value. Amy shares, “Noth-
ing is more rewarding than 
watching a bride’s face light 
up when she has found her 
perfect dress.”

After a bride finds THE 
dress, she has the fun mem-
ory making moment of sign-
ing the dress at the entrance 
of the boutique with what will 
be her new married name. 
This moment, with taking 
pictures with the “I Said Yes 

Continued on Page 7

Send or bring in your wedding 
program or write up to: 

804 Main St
Edgerton, MN 56128

or email information to 
edgertonenterprise@gmail.com

Share your wedding 
announcement with the

 Edgerton Enterprise 
and receive a three month 

subscription free as our wedding 
gift to you.

507-442-6161

to the Dress – Tyana’s Bridal” 
sign, is the exclamation mark 
to their exquisite appoint-
ment.

Can’t forget the moms!
The bride and groom are 

the focus of the wedding day, 
but we don’t want to overlook 
the moms and moms-in-law 
for the day. Tyana’s Bridal is 
also able to assist many moth-
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507-442-6061 
MAIN ST.   EDGERTON

Contact us to plan your 
perfect wedding party meal! 

• Potato Salad  
• Macaroni Salad

• SHAVED MEATS •
Ham, Roast Beef, Turkey Breast

• HOT MEAT FOR BUNS •
 Beef or Pork

We do 
Catering for 

      Rehearsal 
               Dinners!

• Coleslaw
•  Strawberry Delight  

•  SALADS •

Ready to make a home together? 

Start here.
Lisa will find which programs work
best for you like the 1  Time Home
Buyer Grant which may 

st

assist with down 
payment and 
closing costs! 

Why wait, schedule 
with Lisa today! 

* All loans subject to credit approval, additional terms and conditions may apply. Speak with a representative for details.

www.firststatebanksw.com

760 Main Street
EDGERTON, MN
 (507) 442-5000 

Lisa Pfeifle 
 NMLS #524963

Assistant Vice
President/Real

Estate Loan
Officer

Look for the blue awning!

LOOK YOUR BEST!

TUXES OR SUITSTUXES OR SUITS
RENT OR BUY

   We can make you

Making you look great since 1972

                  Downtown Marshall, MNDowntown Marshall, MN
                 507-532-9520 
      www.mistercoolsclothing.com

Class andClass and
   Sophistication   Sophistication

Denise DeKam
On your wedding day, the next 

chapter of your love story begins. 
Your wedding day is filled with 
many breathtaking moments 
from pictures captured, vows ex-
pressed, and especially the mo-
ment the bride walks down the 
aisle.

Getting to that moment re-
quired some planning and find-
ing THE dress. Even the most 
exquisite dress can have a fitting 
problem, but with skilled altera-
tions the dress will become like 
a second skin that feels molded 
to the bride for a full day of com-
fort, which brings confidence, 
and ready for moving, sitting, 
and dancing!

Making this happen is the 
true artistry of alterations. Te-
resa Wieneke has enjoyed the 
beauty of this art for over 34 
years. Teresa, business owner 
for 30 years, is the proprietor 
of Simply Elegant by Teresa lo-
cated at 211 East Main Street in 
Luverne (right next to Tyana’s 
Bridal). Teresa started in profes-
sional sewing in creating custom 
dresses, not alterations, with a 
focus on custom wedding gowns, 

prom dresses, figure skating, and 
dance costumes. Custom dress 
making, along with the other 
dress and costume options, 
has given Teresa an immense 
amount of experience and skill 
development to the alteration 
platform.

Teresa opened her storefront 
business in Luverne in May of 
2025. Before the location in 
Luverne, Teresa was conduct-
ing business out of her home by 
Adrian. She is originally from 
the Sauk Center and Osakis area, 
where she worked at a bridal 
store. Teresa moved to the Adri-
an area after her marriage to her 
husband, Chad. They have three 
children. The busy life at home 
was part of the decision to move 
the business to Luverne. A store-
front allows the separation from 
business and home and provides 
a more structured schedule for 
Teresa. It allows a couple of days 
for alterations and other days for 
sewing.

Teresa has one other regular 
employee who assists with the 
variety of alterations done at the 
store. An additional employee 
schedules the alterations and 
helps with some of the detail 

The Art of Alterations
work on the dresses.

Teresa works on a variety of 
dresses and her goal for every 
customer is “they deserve to look 
amazing in their dress, to look 
and feel amazing.” Alterations 
means sculpting the fabric to 
enhance the natural shape and 
provide comfort throughout the 
day. Alterations can include, but 
are not limited to, intricate lace-
work, delicate embellishments, 
complex internal structures, 
hems, adding layers for an added 
wow factor, bra cup adjustments 
to enhance shape and lift, and 
straps and/or sleeves added.

When a customer has an ap-
pointment for alterations, they 
should bring the shoes and un-
dergarments they plan to wear 
with the dress. The initial ap-
pointment will include discus-
sion on style modifications, 
custom touches envisioned by 
the customer, and setting up the 
remainder of appointments that 
will be required. Typically, 2-4 
fittings are required. These fit-
tings will focus on bust support, 
hem length, waist contouring, 
sleeve and neckline fit, and fab-
ric flow. The bustle for the dress 
is added for the ease of move-

ment post-ceremony. The last 
step is making sure the dress fits 
perfectly, is steamed, and ready 
for the event day.

Popular alteration requests in-
clude sweetheart, off-shoulder, 

and deep V necklines. Sleeves 
can be shortened or removed. 
Open backs are adjusted for el-
egance and support. Your dress 
has a slit, but you don’t want as 

Teresa opened her storefront business in Luverne in May of 2025. Be-
fore the location in Luverne, Teresa was conducting business out of 
her home by Adrian. A store front allows the separation from busi-
ness and home and provides a more structured schedule for Teresa. 
It allows a couple of days for alterations and other days for sewing.  
Teresa has one other regular employee who assists with the variety 
of alterations done at the store. An additional employee schedules 
the alterations and helps with some of the detail work on the dresses.

Teresa Wieneke owns Simply Elegant by Teresa in Luverne. She sews 
and alters wedding dresses. 

Continued on Page 11
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Bubbly 
& Beyond

Gray Wolf

Let us fill all of your 
wedding day beverage needs.

Private Parties • Rehearsal Dinners • Anniversaries
Bridal and Baby Showers

SEATING FOR 150!
507-631-0065  •  130 Howard St. Edgerton

Check out the

Let us make your event Special!BANQUET CENTER

         For all your small meetings to LARGE
WEDDING RECEPTION

Main Hall                        Kitchen             Small Meeting Room
• TV/VCR
• Accessible to Kitchen
• Seats up to 50

• Air Conditioned/heated
• Seats 300+
• Sound System/Stage
• Tables/Chairs
• Bar & Catering available
• Handicapped Accessible

• Large Kitchen
• Cooler/Refrigerator
• Freezer
• 4 Large Sinks
• Stove/Oven with Grill
• Pots/Pans/Dishes

Hadley Area Community Center
     Main Street, Hadley, MN • 507-836-8019
     For more info or bookings, 
     call: Myron Bennett

  507-531-0174

Wedding styles may evolve 
each year, but one thing remains 
consistent: couples want their 
wedding day to reflect their per-
sonality and values. Across the 
country, weddings range from 
glamorous ballroom affairs to in-
timate backyard celebrations. In 
many rural communities, how-
ever, western and rustic aesthet-
ics continue to dominate, blend-
ing timeless traditions with a few 
modern touches.

From color palettes and flowers 
to photography and family attire, 
here’s a look at some of the trends 
shaping weddings today.
Rustic and Western Themes 

Still Popular
In many rural areas, barn wed-

dings and outdoor ceremonies 
remain among the most popular 
choices. Couples often seek venues 
that already have natural charac-
ter—historic barns, countryside 
landscapes, or family farms.

Rustic weddings typically fea-
ture simple but elegant décor 
such as wooden tables, mason 
jars, lanterns, and greenery. 
Western-inspired weddings are 
also common in agricultural re-
gions, incorporating cowboy 
boots, denim jackets, leather ac-
cents, or even horse-drawn en-
trances.

Despite the rustic feel, today’s 
couples often mix traditional ele-
ments with more modern touch-
es. Soft lighting is especially pop-
ular. String lights, Edison bulbs, 
and candles can transform a barn 
or outdoor reception area into a 
warm and inviting space once 
evening falls. Wedding planners 
and venues frequently highlight 
these lighting styles as a defining 
feature of modern rustic wed-
dings.

 
Popular Wedding 

Color Palettes
Wedding color palettes tend 

to shift with trends, but several 

combinations have been especial-
ly popular in recent years.

Soft, romantic tones remain 
a favorite choice. Many couples 
are selecting colors such as sage 
green, dusty rose, buttercream 
yellow, and ivory for a look that 
feels both classic and relaxed. 
These shades pair well with rustic 
venues and outdoor settings.

Other trending color combina-
tions include powder blue and 
white for a timeless and elegant 
look, as well as soft pastel pal-
ettes that feel fresh for spring and 
summer weddings. Lifestyle pub-
lication Southern Living has not-
ed that powder blue has recently 
surged in popularity for brides-
maid dresses and wedding décor.

Earthy tones also remain com-
mon, particularly for fall wed-
dings. Colors such as rust, terra-
cotta, sage, caramel, and warm 
neutrals complement natural 
landscapes and barn venues.

For couples seeking a more 
formal feel, the classic black-
and-white palette still remains a 
popular choice for evening recep-
tions.

In rural settings, many couples 
gravitate toward colors that blend 
naturally with the surrounding 
environment—greens, creams, 
muted pinks, and warm earth 
tones that echo the countryside.

Photography and
 Videography

Capturing the memories of the 
day remains one of the most val-
ued parts of a wedding.

According to wedding plan-
ning website The Knot, about 87 
percent of couples hire a profes-
sional wedding photographer, 
making photography one of the 
most common vendor services at 
weddings today.

Videography has also become 
more popular in recent years. 
The Knot reports that about 37 
percent of couples now hire a 
wedding videographer, a notice-

Wedding Trends: Rustic Charm Meets Modern Style
able increase compared to past 
decades when video coverage was 
less common.

Many couples choose to hire 
both professionals. Photogra-
phers capture timeless still images 
of the ceremony and portraits, 
while videographers document 
the movement and emotion of the 
day, from the vows and speeches 
to the first dance.

Wedding Budgets and 
Priorities

Wedding budgets can vary 
widely depending on the size of 
the guest list, the venue, and the 
level of formality.

Beautiful cowboy boots are just the ticket for a western wedding - 
plus they are more comfortable than strappy heels!

In many rural areas, barn weddings and outdoor ceremonies remain 
among the most popular choices. Couples often seek venues that already 
have natural character—historic barns and countryside landscapes.

➤  Save The Dates
➤  Invites & Programs
➤  RSVP Postcards
➤  Seating Place Cards
➤  Thank You Cards
➤  Vinyl Lettering
➤  Banners

804 Main Street • Edgerton

507-442-3951
mainstpedgerton@gmail.com

Let us help you do it your way.

It’s your day.

See something you like 
online? We can create 

something similar! Just ask!

We create custom:

Continued on Page 7
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When it comes to your insurance needs, we are the partner you can trust. 
We’ve been helping couples start off on the right foot with the right coverage, 

for years. Call now and arrange a no-obligation appointment to discuss 
your insurance needs and receive a free rate quote. 

Life • Auto • Health • Home • Renters 

805 Main Street
PO Box 11
Edgerton, MN
507.442.7261

Insure Insure 
youryour
futurefuture
together!together!

Research and data summaries 
compiled by the statistics website 
Gitnux indicate that the average 
wedding in the United States now 
costs tens of thousands of dollars, 
although the exact amount varies 
widely from region to region.

According to wedding indus-
try research cited by Gitnux, the 
venue and catering typically rep-
resent the largest portion of the 
overall wedding budget.

However, many couples in 
rural communities find creative 
ways to reduce expenses. Using 
family farms or church venues, 
borrowing decorations, reusing 
floral arrangements, or purchas-
ing secondhand décor are all 
ways couples are keeping wed-
dings meaningful without over-
spending.

Personalization Is the  
Biggest Trend

Perhaps the most significant 
trend in weddings today is per-
sonalization. Couples are less fo-
cused on following a strict formu-
la and more interested in creating 

a celebration that reflects their 
own story.

Some popular personalized 
touches include custom cocktails 
named after the couple, photo 
displays of family members’ wed-
dings, guest books made from 
quilts or wooden signs, and late-
night snack tables or food trucks.

Family traditions are also of-
ten woven into the day. In rural 
communities, that may mean in-
corporating church ceremonies, 
family heirlooms, or local foods 
into the celebration.

A Blend of Tradition and 
Simplicity

While trends come and go, 
weddings in rural communities 
often maintain a balance between 
elegance and simplicity. Rustic 
barns, soft lighting, natural flow-
ers, and meaningful family tradi-
tions continue to shape the look 
and feel of many celebrations.

Whether the event is large or 
small, formal or relaxed, the goal 
remains the same: gathering fam-
ily and friends to celebrate the be-
ginning of a new life together.

Wedding trends, cont.

The bright, relaxed and inviting area of Tyana’s Bridal. Brides have the beautiful experience of finding a 
dress during their no time limit or dress limit appointment with the staff at Tyana’s.

Along with the great selection of wedding dresses, Tyana’s also has a 
great selection of “mom” dresses to choose from.

Continued from Page 6

Continued from Page 4

Newlywed Newlywed 
Special!Special!
$250 Gift Card  

Offer

 Welcome your guests to give
in honor of your bridal registry! Shop online at: vanderstoepfurniture.com

Check us out on Facebook!

MASSAGE CHAIRS                   LIGHTING                  DECOR                 DESIGN

FURNITURE        FLOORING        WINDOW TREATMENTS      MATTRESSES

FREE DELIVERY!FREE DELIVERY!

VanderStoep’s Gift CardsVanderStoep’s Gift Cards

Cut out this ad and bring it in 
along with your recent or future 
wedding date information and 

you will be entered in the  
drawing for a 

$250 VanderStoep  
Furniture Gift Card!

FFulda ulda 
American LegionAmerican Legion
For Any Special Occasion!
• Bridal Showers
• Rehearsal Suppers
• Receptions

or email bbkruger@mchsi.com to make a reservation.

Call or text 
507-380-2732

ers/mothers-in-law find a 
dress they will enjoy wearing 
for the full day. These women 
desire their special dress too, 
and Amy and her crew have 
been able to check that box 
of finding and buying a dress 
for moms and grandmoth-
ers. Just like bridal dresses, 
Tyana’s “mom” dresses have 
great structure to support sil-
houettes of young to mature 
women. The phrase of “that 
would not look good on me” 
has been excitedly dismissed 
when Amy and her staff en-
courage someone to try on 
a dress and they are in awe 
what the dress looks and 
feels like. Just another enjoy-
able and delightful reward to 
helping someone see all the 
possibilities in a dress for 
their special occasion.

Just as all brides and moms 
are different, Tyana’s has a 
great selection of dresses in a 
variety of styles and sizes for 
brides and moms to try on. 
Amy purchases the dresses 
for her store at bridal mar-
kets and through direct con-
tacts with designers and their 
company. The average cost 
for a wedding dress is $1,500.

After the purchase
Each dress will fit each 

bride and mom differently 
and that is where alterations 
come in. Tyana’s has the 
seamless arrangement with 
Simply Elegant by Teresa 
(see separate article on this 
business along with a fun fact 
about both owners) in the 
same building in the compan-
ion store front to perform the 
needed alterations and cus-
tom work to make each dress 

fulfill the vision and dreams 
of each bride and mom. 

If you are a bride or mom 
who may still need a dress for 
an upcoming wedding, Amy 
and her staff would love to 
help you find THE dress. The 
store is located at 211 East 
Main Street in Luverne. You 
may make an appointment 
online -  https://www.tya-
nasbridal.com/ or by calling 
the store at 507.920.9115.

 

Bridal store brings joyBridal store brings joy
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Come see our 

new tiki bar  

and patio and 

updated ballroom!

Weddings at Key Largo

M & H HDWE & APPLIANCE
Main St. • Edgerton • 442-5671 • www.mhhardwareedgerton.com

registryregistry
FreeFree
GiftGiftGreat gifts for the Great gifts for the 

married couple:married couple:
• Housewares• Housewares
• Cooking • Cooking 
      Essentials      Essentials
• Small Kitchen • Small Kitchen 
     Appliances     Appliances
• Vacuums• Vacuums
• GIFT • GIFT 
    CERTIFICATES    CERTIFICATES

Come check 

out our great 

selection of  

appliances that 

we carry at M&H 

to set up your 

new home!

How do I love thee? 
We asked 2nd graders in Edgerton (Southwest Christian School and Edgerton 

Public School)  how to show someone that you love them. Here are their 
beautiful, and sometimes humorous, responses!

One way to show love is to give a hug. Or flowers. Or both!

You can show someone 
that you love them by giving 
them the thing they have been 
wanting their whole life. You 
can say - you are the best in 
the world. You can give them 
a hug. You can help them by 
cleaning the whole house. You 
can spend time with them by 
watching a movie with them. 
You should love each other 
unconditionally and be pa-
tient and forgiving.

Kallen Kroeze, SWC

You could give a gift to 
someone like a card. another 
thing you can do is words, 
something you can say is - I 
love you. You can give them a 
huge, a smile, and a kiss. You 
can help them by cleaning up, 
washing dishes, and last of all, 
you can spend time together.

Zeph Galvin, SWC

You can show someone that 
you love them by giving them 
flowers and give them a card. 
You can say I love you, you 
were amazing. You can give 
them a hug. You can clean 
your house. You can spend 
time with them by playing 
with them and reading with 
them.

Ava Ekkel, SWC

You can show someone that 
you love them by giving them 
some flowers. You can say 
I hope you do well. You can 
give them a fist bump. You 
can help them by taking out 
the trash. You can spend time 
with them at a specil restront. 
Be patient and forgiving.

Luke Krosschell, SWC

You can show someone that 
you love them by being ther 
frend and loveing them. Gir-
ing then a toy. You can say 
grayt job. You can give them 
frends. You can help them if 

they get hirt or tell the techer 
if you ar far owey from them 
be ther frend the End.

Emma Bouw, SWC

You can give them flowers. 
You can say nice job. You can 
give a hug. You can clean the 
house. You can spened time at 
the movies. with you Mom or 
Dad or both.

Lexie Schaap, SWC

You can show some one that 
you love them by giving them 
some candy. You can say that 
you love them. You could give 
them a hug. You could help 
them by spraying the win-
dows. You could spend time 
with them by going to their 
house.

Orlie Groen, SWC 

You can show someone that 
you love them by giving them 
flowers. You can say you can 
do it. You can give them a hug. 
You can help them open the 
door if there hands are full. 
You can spend time with them 
by going to a movie with them.

Devin Rylaarsdam, SWC

You can show someone that 
you love them by giving them 
flowers. You can say good job. 
You can give them a big hug. 
You can help them by clean-

ing the house. You can spend 
time with them by going to 
visit them. Love each other 
unconditionally and being pa-
tient and forgiving.

Holden Blankers, SWC

You could give them some-
thing, you could say Good 
stuff to them, you could give 
them a hug, you could help 
them, and you could spend 
time together.

Wyatt Klumper, SWC

You can show someone that 
you love them be giving them 
gifts and you can say encour-
aging words like, you can do 
this! and you can spend time 
by going to the pool and hav-
ing a day playing with them. 
And you can always show 
kindness.

Halle Hayden, SWC

By giving them flowers. You 
can say Great job. You can 
give them a hug. You can help 
them by washing the dishes. 
You can spend time together 

like playing a game with them.
Ayla Steenholdt, SWC

You could give them flow-
ers. You can say good job. You 
can give them a high five. You 
can help them by doing the 
dishes. You can spend time 
with them by watching a mov-
ie. Be patient and forgiving.

Cayson Huisken, SWC

Giving them gifts. You can 
say, thank you, hello, good-
dye, how is your day. You can 
give them a hug, flowers, or a 
high five. You can help them 
by cleaning the home, dishes, 
sweeping, moping. You can 
spend time with them by read-
ing, waching a move, or going 
to the movie therter, goto the 
park, pool.

Brayden Schuld, SWC

You show love by giving a 
pat on the back. And tell them 
nice work. Wash the close for 
your mom. Sweep the shed for 
my dad.

Dexter Vander Pol, SWC

You can show kindness by 
helping someone up. For exa-
ple if your freind falls down 
and is bleeding you can get a 
teacher or recess duty person. 
Or somthing else you can do 
to be kind is give a picture to 
a teacher or a sibling.

Ruby Prunty, SWC

You can show love by do-
ing someones chores insted 
of watching TV. If someone is 
lonely you can play with them. 
If someone is hurt you can get 
help. Those are ways you can 
show love.

Levi Forness, SWC

To show love is by saying 
kind words to others. You 
could give someone a hug or 
a high five. You Should Spend 
time with others and play with 
them. Another way is to give 
gifts to others. And to do ser-
vice to others by doing dishes 

and clear up the house.
Kendall De Jongh, SWC

I can show love by playing 
with somone and spending 
time together. You can give 
gifts and presints. You can 
give a high five or pat on the 
back. I can say good job!

Jonah Top, SWC

I can show Love by Give 
some budy a high five when 
they do a back flip for their 
first time. Give them gift like 
yellow flowers. If someone is 
lonly youcanplay with them. 
You can give a hug.

Lincoln Hoheisel, SWC

Give flowers to your parents 
or teacher. Spend time with 
each other. Help someone 
up. Say nice words. Wash the 
dishes for you mother or fa-
ther. Play with someone that 
doesn’t have a friend to play 
with. Ask someone to go to 
your church.

Eva Krosschell, SWC

You can show love by nice 
words. You can show love by 
doing service to anyone and to 
a friend. You can show love by 
spending time with famly to-
gether never stop loving.

Logan Meksavanh, SWC

I can show love by giving 
them a gift like a stuft ani-
mal. I like to serve and do the 
dishes fro my mom. I can help 
them when they fall.

Zoey Veldkamp, SWC

I can show love by my 
words, like after my brother 
was done racing and won a 
medal. I could say good job. I 
can show love by my service, 
like my mom is sick and could 
not get out of bed so I could do 
the dishes for her. I can show 
love by when my friend falls I 
could help them up and give 
them a hug.

Everly Hoheisel, SWC
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Keep Your Family & Friends Safe!
Provide Pepsi Products for

your designated drivers!
1809 Forman Drive • Pipestone, MN 56164  (507) 825.4207 • www.pepsi.com

45156 235th Street,  Madison, SD 57042 • 605-351-1395 
www.prairieshoresresort.com

• Prime 2024 and 2025 dates available
• Lodging for you and your guests on-site
• New small venue for life events now open
• Check out our Elopement and Micro Wedding options!
• Details and pricing listed on our website
• Corporate Summer and Holiday parties already booking!
• Follow us on FB for open house and event updates 
           @ Prairie Shores Resort and Events

             Venue

Let me count the ways....

Another good way to show that you love someone is to give them a 
gift.

I could do dishes for my 
mom I could share with my 
sisters. When my little sister 
wants somone to play with I 
could play with her. I could 
give them a gift.

Owen Nykamp, SWC

Do a pat on the back and say 
good job. Give a hug! Spend 
time together. Nice words. 
Wash dishes!

Colter Van Hofwegen, SWC

I love hugging my mom and 
dad. And kissing them and 
working for them. It is fun!

Keldan Knobloch, EPS

I can show someone I love 
them by giving them giving 
gifts, Saying I Love you, and 
Watching tv. I also like play-
ing out Side With my friends 
and giving them hugs.

Mercedes Carrion, EPS

I can show someone I love 
them by giving them sweet 
treats and giving them hugs. 
I like saying nice things like, 
you have a kind heart.

Avery Ann Baustian, EPS 

I would help people who do 
not have food. And I would 

help the homeless people too.
Dahlia Trump, EPS 

I show love by playing, hug-
ing, highfives, flowers, and 
gifts. I make friends by being 
kind. I help celebrate birth-
days.

Faelynn Snyder, EPS

I can show by giving them a 
gift. I can hug my dog. I hug 
Mrs. Gates to show her love.

Eleanor De Kam, EPS

I can show someone I love 
them by giving kisses. I love 
giving high fives.

Lily Tarasar, EPS

I can show someone I love 
them by giving them a gift and 
a hug. I can give them a kiss.

Victor Adler, EPS

I can show someone I love 
them by dancing. I like to give 
flowers.

Azul Celeste Barrios, EPS

I can show someone I Love 
them by giving flowers. I also 
like giving a hug.

Mays Stout, EPS

I can show them by giving 
them a hug. I tell mom and 
dad that I love them.

Daxton Haas, EPS

I can show someone I love 
them by giving them gifts. I 
like to give hugs.

Elijah Lopez, EPS

Fist bump, a hug, a kiss, 

And a high five, gifts, saying 
I love you. And flowers. Wach 
tv togethr, dance togethr.

Kylie Mollema, EPS

I am funny and they are 
nice. We watch movies to-
gether.

Ronny De Kam, EPS

I show love to people in 
need of things. I help them. 
I give them the things they 
need. I also show love by lov-
ing one another and helping 
people too. I love the people 
in this town and you too!

Brayleigh Schelhaas, EPS

I give my dad a hug. And I 
say I love you daddy.

Sarai Davis, EPS

I love my family. I help 
them cook.

Eowyn Sumption, EPS

Tell them you like their 
clothes and be kind. Be kind 
to family. Be kind to your sib-
lings.

Oakley Paulson, EPS

Give them a hug. Be kind to 
them. Give them a high five. 
Say I love you.

Edward Gunnink, EPS

God made us to love one 
another. You and I were made 
to love one another. Like my 
family, they love me so much. 
Love your family. Love God. 
Love Jesus. Love everyone 
NO MATTER WHAT. More 
than 8 BILLION of us were 
made to love people, so LOVE 
EVERYONE.

Liam Ward, EPS

To show my mom I love her, 
I give her hugs and kisses. The 
most fun and loving thing is 
watching a movie on holidays. 
We watch Elf. We can also 
love them by shaking hands or 
fist bumps. My Dad is far far 
away and I still love him.

Atleigh Johnson, EPS

Be kind to my parents and 
family. We can play games.

Jensen Gunnink, EPS

Be kind to others. Help oth-
er people.

Bennett Bootsma, EPS

I hug my mom. I can help 
my friends.

Evelyn Martinez, EPS

I can give someone a hug 
and a present. I love my mom 
and dad.

Courtney Acevedo, EPS 

Be kind to your family. Help 
clean the kitchen. Be kind to 
friends.

Asher Claar, EPS

How I Show someone that 
I love them is when I Show 
them respect. I tell them I love 
you and give them a hug.

Heidi Ximena Diaz Monter, 
EPS

I love my family. I hug my 
mom.

Bianca Padron Chirinos, 
EPS

God made us to love one another. You and I were 
made to love one another. Like my family, they love 

me so much. Love your family. Love God. Love Jesus. 
Love everyone NO MATTER WHAT. More than 8 
BILLION of us were made to love people, so LOVE 

EVERYONE.
Liam Ward, EPS
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Wedding ReceptionsWedding Receptions
    & Groom’s Dinners

300+ Seating Capacity
Dance Floor  •  Meal Service
Linens  •  Full Bar • Bridal Suite
     Call Staci for more information

1003 8th Ave SE  
Pipestone, MN  

www.pipestonecc.com

507-825-2592

Instructions, cont.Whisk cake mix, sparkling wine, eggs, and oil until smooth. 
Pour into pan and bake ~20 minutes, until it springs back 
when touched. Cool 10 minutes, then remove from pan and 
cool completely.Buttercream & Dough:Beat butter until creamy. Add powdered sugar and sparkling 

wine; mix until light and fluffy. Crumble cooled cake into the 
buttercream and mix until a sticky dough forms.Shape & Chill:
Scoop into 1½ Tbsp balls, roll smooth, and place on baking 
sheet. Freeze until firm, at least 1 hour.Coating:
Melt candy melts in 15-second intervals, stirring until smooth. Let cake balls sit 5 min. Dip a lollipop stick in melted 
candy, insert halfway into each ball, and let set briefly. Dip 
each ball to coat, tapping off excess. Chill if they soften. Let 
coating set. Drizzle with more melted coating, decorate 
with sprinkles. 

Champagne Cake PopsChampagne Cake Pops
CAKE:
1 (15.25-ounce) box vanilla or white cake mix

1 cup sparkling sparkling wine @ room temperature

3 large eggs
1/2 cup vegetable oil
CHAMPAGNE BUTTERCREAM:
8 Tbsp. (1 stick) salted butter, at room temperature

2 1/4 cups powdered sugar
2 Tbsp. sparkling wine (such as champagne, prosecco or 

cava), at room temperature
DECORATIONS:
3 cups white candy melts (about 15 ounces)

40 (6-inch) lollipop sticks 
1/4 cup mixed white nonpareils and white sugar pearl 

sprinkles (any combination)
Instructions
Preheat oven to 350F. Grease and line a 9x13-inch pan; line 

a baking sheet with parchment.

      Tara Griffin
Planning a bridal shower menu 

sounds simple until you realize 
you’re feeding a mixed crowd of 
grandmas, aunts, bridesmaids, 
picky cousins, and at least one per-
son who only eats things that come 
from Trader Joe’s. Suddenly the 
stakes feel very high. One wrong 
food choice and Aunt Linda is whis-
pering, “Well… this is interesting.”

So if you’ve been tasked with 
providing food for a bridal shower, 
allow me to walk you through it. 
First, remember the golden rule of 
bridal showers: people expect cute 
food, not necessarily a full meal. 
This is not Thanksgiving. No one is 
looking for a turkey leg. What they 
are looking for are tiny, polite foods 
that can be eaten while holding a 
gift bow in one hand and a mimosa 
in the other.

This is why bridal showers tend 
to revolve around what I like to 
call “fancy snacks.” You start with 
the foundation: finger foods. Think 
mini quiches, tea sandwiches, fruit 
skewers, caprese sticks, pinwheels, 
or little croissants. Anything that 
can be eaten in two bites or less 
is ideal. If someone needs a steak 
knife and a strategy to eat it, you’ve 
gone too far.

Second, every good bridal show-
er needs a charcuterie board. I don’t 
know when this became law, but 
it has. Somewhere along the line, 
Pinterest decided that every gather-
ing now requires a wooden board 
the size of a coffee table covered in 
cheese, crackers, grapes, and some-
thing that looks vaguely European. 
Nobody questions it. We just accept 
it. A good charcuterie board has 
three cheeses, two meats, some-
thing crunchy, something sweet, and 
something that makes people ask 
“what is that?” (Usually fig jam.)

Third, add something fresh and 
light. Bridal showers often happen 
mid-morning or early afternoon, 
which means people are pretend-
ing they are “just nibbling.” This is 
where fruit salads, veggie cups, or 

“Mini Quiches and Matrimony” 
well. This is important because half 
the point of bridal shower food is 
that someone will say, “Wait! Don’t 
eat that yet, I need a picture.”

Now let’s talk drinks. The tra-
ditional bridal shower beverage is 
something sparkling with a fruit 
floating in it. Mimosas are classic, 
but you can also do sparkling lemon-
ade, rosé, or a mocktail for anyone 
who wants to behave responsibly. 
The key is bubbles. Bridal showers 
love bubbles.

And finally, my most important 
piece of advice: don’t overcom-
plicate it. You do not need to in-
vent a twelve course tasting menu. 
People are there to celebrate the 
bride, watch her open twenty-seven 
kitchen gadgets, and play slightly 
awkward games about how well the 
couple knows each other.

½ gallon pineapple sherbet

1 liter lemon-lime flavored carbonated beverage

4 cups pineapple juice

Scoop sherbet into a large punch bowl.

Pour soda and pineapple juice over sherbet. When adding soda, 

the punch will foam, so stir constantly so the foam can go down.

Serve immediately.

Bridal Shower Punch

4 hardboiled eggs
1/2 English cucumber2 oz. deli ham, thick cut2 oz. deli turkey breast, thick cut2 oz. deli roast beef, thick cut8 oz. swiss cheese block1 head red leaf lettuce

16 grape tomatoes
8 large green olives8 12-inch skewers
Ranch dressing
Black pepper

Instructions
Cut each hardboiled egg into four pieces. Slice the cucumber lengthwise, then cut into half circles, about 1/2-inch thick.Cut the ham, turkey and roast beef slices lengthwise into 1-inch wide strips. Roll each strip up into a pinwheel.Cut the Swiss cheese block into 16 squares.Alternating pieces, place 2 pieces each of Swiss cheese, cucumber, tomato and egg; 1 pinwheel each of ham, turkey, and roast beef; and 3 pieces of lettuce, each folded up into a bundle, on each skewer. Finish each skewer with 1 green olive.Serve on a platter drizzled with ranch dressing and sprinkled with black pepper. Serve immediately.

Chef Salad On a Stick

Elizabeth Tinklenberg
(507) 215-7518

zil.productions.media@gmail.com
zilproductionandmedia.mypixieset.com

Midwest Photographer 
and Videographer

Capturing moments since 2024

If the food is pretty, easy to eat, 
and involves cheese, you have al-
ready succeeded. At the end of 
the day, the true purpose of bridal 
shower food is simple:

Keep everyone pleasantly fed, 
slightly caffeinated, and enthralled 
with the desserts and gift opening.  
And if you accomplish that, con-
gratulations. You have officially 
hosted a successful bridal shower.

pasta salads come in. They make 
everyone feel like they are making 
responsible choices before immedi-
ately eating three cupcakes.

Speaking of cupcakes, dessert is 
not optional. Bridal showers run on 
sugar and mild gossip. Cupcakes, 
macaroons, sugar cookies, or cake 
pops are perfect because they are 
small, adorable, and photograph 
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Build Your Future Together—One Coat at a Time!
Starting your new life together? Whether you're setting up your first home or tackling projects 

as a couple, Tinklenberg Lumber & Hardware has what you need! 

ELECTRICAL
   Extension cords & power strips

PAINT
A fresh coat for a fresh start!

LAWN & GARDEN
Hoses, tools, and more!

*Save $10 on any gallon of paint 
- because every new chapter 

deserves a fresh coat.

A Fresh Start Starts With Paint!
*Please bring this 
bridal guide ad in 
store to redeem. 

Offer valid through 
February 28, 2027

 

Dance • Anniversaries • Meetings

ONE OF THE LARGEST WOODEN 
DANCE FLOORS IN THE AREA!

Having served our country, we
continue to serve our community.

• Capacity 450
• Air Conditioned

          • Large
             Kitchen Area
           • Bar Service
             • Updated        

              Furnishings

Wilmont VFW
4th St, Wilmont, MN 56185

For reservations call - Gina at 507-360-6540 
507-360-0322  | Website : www.facebook.com/Wilmont-VFW

 • Capacity 450
 • Air Conditioned
 • Large Kitchen Area
 • Bar Service
 • Updated  
    Furnishings
 • Renovated  
    Accessible 
    Bathrooms

402 4th St, Wilmont, MN  56185

much exposure? Lace can be added, or an adjust-
ment made to the length of the slit to aid modesty 
or style. Corsetry can also be added to define the 
waist and support posture and incorporating trains 
or overskirts. A full list of alterations can be found 
on the Simply Elegant by Teresa website along with 
portfolio pictures.

Certain styles of dresses don’t have a lot of struc-
ture, so adding structure is one of the challenges 
that Teresa and her staff can encounter. Other chal-
lenges include sheer corsets and some of the lace 
work as some of the smallest needle picks and at-
tention to the seam detail is so important. 

The “fun” of these challenges, for any skill trade 
business, is the appeal from the remarkable blend 
of problem-solving, noticeable results, and ability 
to turn a somewhat complex, head scratching cre-
ative delay into an artistic masterpiece. Each dress 
is different, each day will be different, and Teresa 
thoroughly enjoys meeting so many different peo-
ple and hearing so many different stories.

Loving the skills and talents she has been gifted 
with, Teresa also has enjoyed helping others learn 
the trades. She has been able to guide young sewers 
in judging 4-H projects and is always willing to help 
other alteration enthusiasts to master the skills she 
has gained throughout her notable career.

Time commitment is a major part of each altera-
tion. Most individuals do not realize the amount of 
work and hours that go into an alteration job. One 
example Teresa shared was that 100 hours went 
into a dress with all the detail work the customer 
desired. The average cost of an alteration of course 
depends on the amount of work required and cus-
tom details requested:  sleeves, glitter layer added, 
appliques, bead work to name a few. Each altera-
tion project falls into the $300-$500 range, the 
$500-$800 range, or the $800+ range.  

Simply Elegant is a sunny, welcoming profes-
sional business. When a dress is purchased at the 
companion store, Tyana’s Bridal, the dress is kept 
in a climate control room until alterations are start-
ed and can remain there until the customer is ready 

to pick up the dress. Simply Elegant is open to do-
ing alterations for anyone, regardless of where they 
purchase their garment. 

A few of the comments from customers include, 
“Teresa was able to save our daughter’s wedding 
dress after another seamstress was unable to do 
the alterations correctly and nearly ruined her wed-
ding dress. She saved the dress and made the bride 
smile again and did beautiful work. So sweet and 
kind, we were most appreciative of her talents” and 
“When shopping for prom dresses, my daughter 
wasn’t finding a style that she liked or worked for 
her. Teresa was able to take what she liked about 
different dresses and designed one just for her. Te-
resa came up with the layered skirt which added so 
much to the dress. Teresa also altered a dress for 
another one of our daughters. She is excited about 
every project she does. She is incredibly talented 
and creative!” 

A bride should begin setting up her initial ap-
pointment 4-5 months in advance so the subse-
quent appointments can also be locked in. Ap-
pointment dates fill up quickly, so if you know you 
will need alterations, give Teresa a call as soon as 
you know to save your spot on the calendar. Cur-
rently the most popular months for weddings are 
June, August, and October. Teresa is ready to wel-
come you to a wonderful experience of fashioning 
your dress to make you look and feel great. Check 
out Simply Elegant by Teresa website: www.sim-
plyelegantbyteresa.com or contact her by phone: 
507.360.1292

Fun facts: Teresa has the beautiful, love gift-giv-
ing opportunity to make the wedding dress for her 
daughter, Alysha who will be getting married in Au-
gust. And the fun fact that Teresa and Amy, owner 
of Tyana’s Bridal, have in common…they both have 
a daughter getting married in August. Do you think 
these businesswomen will be busy this summer? 

The Art of Alterations
Continued from Page 5

The perfect place for
Wedding Receptions, Groom’s Dinners, 

and any type of party

JASPER
MEMORIAL

HALL 
Newly Renovated • Air Conditioned

Will hold 225-250 people
Wood Dance Floor!

Call the Jasper City Office
for details at

507-348-3701

Cone FlowerCone Flower

• Gifts    • Clothes• Gifts    • Clothes
• Shoes  • Accessories• Shoes  • Accessories

We have a new outfit for 
that rehearsal or bridal 
shower waiting for you!

751 Main St. • Edgerton  
Ph: 507-920-3060

Tyana’s Bridal has a wide selection 
of wedding dresses that are available 

to be purchased off the rack. No 
hassle, no waiting for your dress to 
come in. And Teresa, with Simply 

Elegant, is a talented seamstresses 
who can tailor the gown to your 

specific needs.

Dresses for every 
style & budget 

507-920-9115
www.tyanasbridal.com

Custom dress 
design and alterations 

507-360-1292
simplyelegantbyteresa.com

211 East Main Street • Luverne, MN 56156

by Teresa
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A beautiful facility for any event, 
large or small. We are suitable 
for any size group, 
20-500 people.

Connected via an 
attached walkway
 to Comfort Suites, 
Worthington’s 
only all-suite 
hotel.

    507-295-9102
1477 Prairie Drive, Worthington, MN
        worthingtoneventcenter.com

   Picture

  Perfect
      Setting

The
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